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sentiments of friendship and good-will. Why should Christians not
say with Prof. F. Max Mailer :

" If I do find in certain Buddhist works doctrines identically
"the same as in Christianity, so far from being frightened, I feel
"delighted, for surely truth Is not the less true because it is be-
"lieved by the majority of the human race."

The main trouble arises from a wrong conception of Christian-
ity. There are many Christians who assume that Christianity alone
is in the possession of truth and that man could not, in the natural
way of his moral evolution, have obtained that nobler conception
of life which enjoins the practice of a universal good-will towards
both friends and enemies. This narrow view of Christianity is re-
futed by the mere existence of Buddhism.

Must we add that the lamentable exclusiveness that prevails
in many Christian churches, is not based upon Scriptural teach-
ings, but upon a wrong metaphysics?

All the essential moral truths of Christianity are, in our opinion,
deeply rooted in the nature of things, and do not, as is often as-
sumed, stand in contradiction to the cosmic order of the world.
They have been formulated by the Church in certain symbols, and
since these symbols contain contradictions and come in conflict with
science, the educated classes are estranged from religion. Now,
Buddhism is a religion which knows of no supernatural revelation,
and proclaims doctrines that require no other argument than the
"come and see," Buddha bases his religion solely upon man's
knowledge of the nature of things, upon provable truth. Thus, we
trust that a comparison of Christianity with Buddhism will be a
great help to distinguish in both religions the essential from the ac-
cidental, the eternal from the transient, the truth from the allegory
in which it has found its symbolic expression. We are anxious to
press the necessity of discriminating between the symbol and its
meaning, between dogma and religion, between statements of fact
and metaphysical theories, between man-made formulas and eter-
nal truth. And this is the spirit in which we offer this book to the